
Hitler's Mistakes

One of the biggest questions of World War 2 had to have been, was the lose of the
 war a result of one big mistake or many mistakes by the German leader Hitler?  I believe that the G
ermans lost the war because of many mistakes made by Hitler.  I would not say that the mistakes of H
itler were the main cause of the German defeat because I think with the added power of the powerful 
Americans and the side switching of Italy it was inevitable that the Germans would lose World War Tw
o I just think that the mistakes he did make quickened the German lose and leaded to his demise.  Hi
tler who brought Germany back to the top of European powers after the lose of World War One did many
 great things for Germany but in the end he was too much like all the other great leaders who tried 
to take over the world.  Hitler like the other great leaders made too many mistakes, which led to hi
s countries downfall and eventual lose of the war. The major mistakes Hitler made in World War Two w
ere he should have attacked the allies trapped at Dunkirk, he shouldn't have attack his ally Russia 
so soon in the war, and he should have let his generals control his troops.  I know that Hitler made
 many more mistakes throughout the war, one of which was attacking the heart of Britain (London), wh
ich led to Berlin getting bombed, but I believe the mistakes I chose were much more critical to the 
outcome or the war.

The first mistake that the German leader Hitler made was to let the Allies get 
away at Dunkirk instead of destroying them and giving the Allies a large blow.  In 1940, 300,000 tho
usand French and British troops were squeezed into a seven-mile wide perimeter around the French por
t by advancing Germans. Stranded on the beach with their backs to the sea and their faces towards th
e Germans, the allied forces neither had the firepower nor the air support to win the battle. To mak
e things even worst for the Allies the Navy did not have enough vessels to assure a successful retre
at.  Now most smart leaders would have just kept advancing on the trapped Allies and killed them but
 Hitler decided not to, instead he stopped his advancing troops to leave the glory to his great Luft
wauffa (airforce).  This plan would have been good, destroy them without losing very men if any men.
  This plan did not work because that day was overcast and kept his great airpower on the ground.  E
ven knowing his airplanes could not fly he still waited until they could, which would cost Hitler de
arly.  On May 29th, 1940 the call for boats of any size to come forth and help with the rescue of th
e allies who were trapped went out.  The British navy managed to get enough ships for a rescue of th
e allies the rescue fleet was made up of many different ships like Destroyers, Cargo Boats, Fishing 
Boats, Yachts, Motor Boats, Fire Floats, Tugs, Tugs towing boats, Lifeboats, Pleasure Steamers and H
oliday Boats.  The fleet was assembled and on May 30th/31st they rescued all 300,000 troops that wer
e trapped on the beach of Dunkirk.  This event truly showed that Hitler was not the genius people th
ought he was and this mistake would be the first big one of many that would prove fatal to his quest
 for conquest.

Hitler's second mistake was the early invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941. On June 
22,1941, over 3 million German soldiers and 3300 tanks cross the Soviet boarder with the intentions 
of sweeping through the country quickly with the Blitzkrieg attack which was successfully used again
st France and Poland earlier in the war.  This would prove to be fatal to Germany and their war effo
rts.  Hitler like many other great leaders who have tried to take over Russia were stopped by the wo
rld's largest army comprised of 230 divisions of 14,000 men each, with 20,000 tanks.  Hitler's plan 
was to sweep through their allies country so that he would not have to fight a two front war like in
 World War 1, the biggest flaw in his plan was the thought that he could destroy the Soviets before 
the bitter cold winter in Russia.  In the end the Germans were halted by the Soviets and the bitter 
cold winter came upon the unprepared Germans, which turned the battle in Russia's favour.  The Germa
ns were not ready for this cold and their men froze to death, the tanks froze and the guns jammed.  
This mistake would prove to be Hitler's greatest mistake.  His army was fighting a two front war wit
h the Allies on the Western Front and Russia on the Eastern Front.  In the end this mistake led to t
he allies becoming a lot stronger with the large armies of Russia and eventually this led to the def
eat of the Germans in Berlin in 1944.  In fact, I think that if Russia was never forced by Germany t
o join the Allies the war might have still been won by the Allies because of the addition of the mig
hty Americans but I believe it would have been must more costly and lengthy.


The final big mistake
 that Hitler made was to not let his Generals control their armies in major decisions without consul
ting him first, which made orders take a lot of time to get to the generals.  This mistake was most 
prevalent in the invasion of Normandy.  In the invasion the Allies tricked the Germans into thinking
 the attack would come at different days and locations but in the end they invaded Normandy.  When t
he attack came the Germans were unprepared for the attack and were pretty much swept through at most
 beaches.  The German generals wanted to call for reinforcements but were unable to due to the fact 
that Hitler was sleeping and could not be bother, this cost the German's a lot of time in their mobi
lizing troops for a counter offensive and a way to stop the advancing allies.  This mistake of not l
etting his generals make decisions without his immediate approval would prove costly throughout the 
war and would eventually lead to the allies walking through Berlin in late 1944.

Although Hitler wa
s a great leader of his people, but he made many mistakes throughout World War 2.  Some of the mista
kes he made which I did not mention was not using technology he was creating, which could have turne
d the war in his favour, for example he had jet technology before any other country but decided not 
to develop or use it when he could have he also had a kind of stealth technology which could have be
en developed but was thought to be a waste of time.  Another big mistake he made that I did not ment
ion was his execution and imprisonment of Jewish scientists that were working on the atomic bomb for
 Germany but eventually completed it for the Americans.  In conclusion, the answer to the question o
f was the lose of the war a result of one big mistake or many mistakes by the German leader Hitler? 
 Is, it is the result of many mistakes made by Hitler throughout the war which, led to the defeat of
 the Germans by the Allies in 1944.
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